
BRITISH ACUPUNCTURE COUNCIL 
SAFE PRACTICE GUIDES 
 
UPDATE ON  
HAZARDOUS WASTE REGULATIONS 
 

June 2012 
 
Introduction 

The publication of the Department of Health’s ‘Environment and Sustainability: Health 

Technical Memorandum 07-01: Safe management of healthcare waste’ led to a 

reappraisal of the BAcC’s policy on the disposal of clinical waste a few years ago. 

The keynote for the BAcC of the recommendations given at the time was that 

acupuncture was to be placed alongside body piercing and tattooing in the 

interpretation of the new guidelines, and was not regarded as a ‘healthcare practice’. 

This interpretation meant that most waste produced by acupuncture clinics and 

practitioners working from home would be classified under European Waste 

Catalogue (EWC) Chapter 20 as category 20 01 99. As the least onerous option we 

decided to acquiesce with this. 

 
Recent developments  

There have been a number of new developments in the legislative requirements for 

waste disposal, the principal of which is the introduction of a process called ‘pre-

acceptance’. This is described in the Environment Agency Briefing (Clinical Waste 

Pre-acceptance Producer Update – October 2010) as a process through which: 

 
Facilities authorised to incinerate or treat clinical wastes are required to assess and 

have operational access to additional detailed information on the composition of a 

waste from the producer before they receive it. This information forms part of their 

‘pre-acceptance’ checks. This requirement is not unique to the healthcare sector and 

is designed to ensure that the waste is properly treated without harm to human health 

or the environment. 

 

Many members have been approached by their waste contractors and carriers and 

asked to arrange and pay for the producer audits which are required by this process. 

This has required a reappraisal of our interpretation of the new legislation with the 

Environment Agency. 
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Environment Agency guidance 

In a footnote on page 4 of the Briefing which expands upon the phrase:  

 
Other healthcare premises, not involving hospitals or practising medical doctors, 

involving paramedical practitioners legally recognised to treat patients (SIC 2003 

85.14) (2,3) 

 

acupuncture is listed amongst the activities which are covered by pre-acceptance 

from July 2012. We checked this with the Environment Agency and the key to this 

lies in the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code mentioned, SIC 2003 85.14,  

which relates to premises in which medical care is administered. These are defined 

as ‘activities for human health not performed by hospitals or by practising medical 

doctors but by para-medical practitioners legally recognised to treat patients’.   

 

These SIC Codes have been substantially updated in the 2007 version, in which a 

distinction is drawn between SIC 2007 86.90, which is the revised SIC 2003 85.14, 

and SIC 2007 96.09 to which tattooists and body piercers are assigned. We have 

taken the matter to the Office of National Statistics for a ruling, and this was in turn 

referred to Eurostat, the European process for harmonising classifications. The 

ruling is that acupuncture is classified as SIC 2007 86.90, which means that 

BAcC members will, from July 2012, have to comply with pre-acceptance 

procedures. 

The Environment Agency has been supportive throughout negotiations and has 

assisted in producing a simplified pro-forma self-audit tool for use by BAcC members. 

A copy of this will be sent electronically to all members shortly and can also be 

downloaded from the BAcC member website. Paper copies will be available on 

request from the office. This must be filled in accurately and given on demand to any 

authorised collector of hazardous waste for every site from which it is being collected. 

This audit form meets the legal requirements of the new regulations and ensures that 

BAcC members have met their duty of care under the new procedures without the 

additional cost of an external audit. 

Members’ practice waste usually falls into four clearly defined categories: 

 

1 Waste not in direct contact with patients 
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This category would cover the majority of practice waste, such as needle 

wrappings, waste paper, unsoiled couch roll and the like. All of these can be 

safely disposed of in black bags in the normal commercial waste collection 

(normally EWC 20 03 01). Members should be aware that even when working 

from home this waste counts as controlled waste because it is produced by a 

business, and it should have an appropriate waste transfer note. Some 

authorities, however, take a relatively relaxed view of this and allow small 

amounts to be collected in the standard domestic waste collection. 

 

2 Waste not contaminated by contact with blood or body fluids but 

which might be considered offensive 

This category would cover the sorts of waste which clinics generate like used 

hand towels and any sanitary waste from collection bins in toilets and 

washing areas. This is normally collected by waste contractors in black and 

yellow bags, often called ‘tiger bags’ (normally EWC 18 01 04 but 

occasionally 20 01 99). 

 

In practice the distinction between this and the other bagged waste categories 

is a little blurred, and there is some latitude for a practitioner’s discretion and 

judgement. The assumption is, however, that not everything can be disposed 

of in the black bag collection, and at least some of the practice waste will 

need to be collected in tiger bags or orange bags. This raises questions about 

storage which we have still to resolve about how long it is safe to accumulate 

waste before it is collected if it falls in category 2 or in category 3 below.  

 

3 Waste contaminated by contact with blood or body fluids 

Any waste which has been contaminated by contact with patients’ body fluids 

(ie sweat or blood), such as heavily soiled couch paper and used swabs must 

be bagged in orange bags (normally EWC 18 01 03). Orange bags can then 

be safely disposed of by alternative treatment. Yellow bags are no longer 

used for this category of waste. 

 

The BAcC has in the past drawn a distinction between those patients where 

there is a known high risk (working in an HIV project, treating a patient with 

hepatitis B), and those patients whose risk level is unknown, but the advice 

from the Environment Agency is to treat all contaminated waste in a similar 

fashion.  
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4 Sharps 

All sharps are to be disposed of in yellow sharps bins with orange lids 

(normally EWC 18 01 03), collected by your waste contractor and disposed of 

by alternative treatment. Some contractors insist that if any non-sharps waste 

is disposed of in the sharps container, such as mediswabs or cotton wool, 

then a yellow sharps bin with a yellow lid must be used. This is usually 

provided at minimal extra cost. 

 

‘Alternative treatment’ is a different process from incineration and understood to be 

more environmentally friendly. 

 

Summary 

All BAcC members are covered by the pre-acceptance procedures. If any problems 

arise with waste carriers, members should refer them to this guidance or ask them to 

contact the BAcC office. 

 

We must add that we have expressed our concern that this ruling means that the 

tattooists and skin piercers governed by primary legislation in the form of the Local 

Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1982 are now dealt with in different ways 

under Hazardous Waste legislation, with tattooists and body piercers now subject to 

less regulation. This ruling potentially places an additional financial burden on BAcC 

members, and recognises them as ‘healthcare practitioners’ alongside ‘legally 

recognised’ professionals when in every other respect, as in the case of blood 

donation, the reverse applies. 

 

The BAcC will be making further representations on this matter, but asks you to be 

aware that the driving force of this legislation is the reduction of the environmental 

impact of hazardous waste. It would be inappropriate for us to be seen to be 

campaigning too vigorously and putting our financial concerns above our 

environmental ones. Our main aim will be to minimise the burden the regulations will 

add to members and enlist as much support as possible to make the process 

extremely manageable and simple. 

 
If you have any further queries, please contact: 

Ulrike Wirth, BAcC Safe Practice Officer 

BAcC Office 63 Jeddo Road London W12 9HQ Tel: 020 8735 1213    

ulrike@acupuncture.org.uk 


